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2023 PASTORAL GREETINGS 

FROM THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC EPARCH OF TORONTO AND EASTERN CANADA  

ON THE OCCASION OF THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

 

To the Very Reverend Clergy, Monastics and Religious Sisters and Brothers, Seminarians and Laity of the 

Ukrainian Catholic Church in Toronto and Eastern Canada,                            Christ is Born!  Let us Glorify Him! 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

There is Hope for the Homeless! 
 

God Eternal is born among us today! I often try to convince myself I really know what this means and every year 

I grow to appreciate more deeply how much God loves us through this mind-boggling event.  The gift of 

RELATIONSHIP comes wrapped in the packaging of a family. That is the gift - Relationship. Not being alone. 

Relationship is gifted. God continually awaits the least whispered invitation into our hearts at every moment of 

every day. He thirsts for our response to His endless request. 
 

True wholesome relationships can’t possibly be purchased or earned. They take patience, kindness and 

forgiveness. To be in relationship with others is the most fundamental need of every human being. Initially, it is 

gifted to us in the context of the family and then spread to others. Therefore, what a tragedy to be homeless where 

relationships cannot be nurtured by people.  
 

Shelter is protection from bad weather, cold and hunger. Yet having a home is so much more! Beyond material 

needs, a home feeds our social hunger and spiritual thirst for human dignity. That is to say, everyone needs to be 

seen, to be known, to be acknowledged, to be heard, to be understood, to be included, to be hurt, to ask forgiveness 

and everyone needs the joy of offering forgiveness to others. These are the basic needs of the human spirit. 

Everything focuses on restoring good relationship.  Everything!  And this is the gift from God, the Christ child, 

born vulnerable, homeless, fleeing persecution and seeking love.  
 

The Trinity is the perfect loving relationship and God gives the gift of the Holy Family at Christmas. Christ knows 

what it's like to struggle with poor relationships and particularly when a person can’t call a place a home, nor a 

family a home. Slowly losing or instantly having to flee what was your home disrupts all of this. Yet what peace 

is found, oh, what peace is found when you have shelter, so that you can finally call a place and people ‘home’. 

People need more than just an address. They need hope, protection, refuge, comfort and joy. That is what a home 

offers a person.  
 

This Christmas let us be ready to receive the gift that can be opened every morning, every night and every day of 

the year. Unwrap this gift with the words, “Hello”. Be a neighbour like the good Samaritan was to the person left 

on the side of the road.  To quote the Synod of Bishops of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church they write,  

“ONLY ONE THING WILL REMAIN YOURS – THAT WHICH YOU HAVE GIVEN TO THE POOR”. (2022 

Pastoral Letter) 
 

Gifted with the Christ child and the Holy Family, let us open our hearts to the Mother of God who nurtures our 

relationship with Her Son. Encounter the perfect person, a vulnerable baby, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 

who saves us from the hell of loneliness and offers us a relationship and a home with the Trinity.    
 

Not having shelter is the first problem but the more serious need is a home. There is hope for the homeless. You 

are their hope. Jesus as a vulnerable baby and part of the Holy Family is the hope for all! You are this hope for 

someone that comes to mind right now. Are you in? 
 

+Bryan J. Bayda, CSsR 
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