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Ukraine is a land blessed by God with many natural resources and
a good, honest, hard-working people. As its territory does not have
natural borders, it has throughout the centuries been the target of
invasions and plunder. In spite of this, generations of Ukrainians
fostered an independent spirit and kept alive a dream, passed on
from generation to generation, of a free and independent Ukraine,
standing as an equal among the nations of the world. That dream
became a reality when Ukraine proclaimed its independence in
1991, triggering the dissolution of the USSR and breaking down its
“prison of nations” walls.

Today, as the ultranationalist, neoimperialist kleptocracy of
Vladimir Putin struggles to reestablish the old Russian Empire,
hiding behind a thin Orthodox Christian veneer that fools no one,
Ukraine is engaged in an existential battle for survival. The mask is
off, and most of the civilized world has finally recognized what we,
Ukrainians, have understood for centuries—that Russia is
determined to destroy Ukraine as a nation and Ukrainians as a
people, that it will continue to be a threat to world peace, not only
for its immediate neighbours, but in various regions across the
globe.

The physical battle of tanks and shells, rockets and bullets must not
let us lose sight of the spiritual battle that is taking place—of good
over evil, of the Spirit over flesh, of Gospel values of service and
sacrifice over wanton ambition, greed and lust for power. In the
face of aggression and destruction that are the wages of a human
soul deprived of spiritual life, we are called to shine in the
darkness. Mindful of the gift of the Gospel that our ancestors
received on the river banks in Kyiv more than a millennium ago, let
us continue to draw strength and inspiration from the faith that is
our living heritage. We know that our independent spirit cannot be
extinguished since its source is Jesus Christ, the Light of the
World.

In celebration of Ukraine’s independence this year, we embrace in
prayer and salute those who defend not only their own human
dignity and that of their fellow citizens, as Ukrainians, but the
human dignity of all of us, as a human race and as a civilized
society founded on respect for the rule of law and for human life
itself. Let this be for us a day of joyful sadness, of grieving for
those whom we have lost, but above all of celebrating the hope that
their sacrifice provides.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all!

+Bryan J. Bayda, CSsR
Eparch of Toronto and Eastern Canada
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3 HAI'OJIU JHA HE3AJIEXXKHOCTI YKPATHU
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Ykpaina — ue borom-61arociiosenHa 3emiis 3 6araTbMa IpUPOAHUMU
pecypcamu Ta f06pUM, YECHUM, MPabOBATAM HapofoM. OCKiNbKy Ti
TEPUTOPIsI He Ma€ TPUPOHIX KOPAIOHIB, BOHA BIPOAOBX CTOJIThH CTaBasla
06’ €KTOM BTOPTHEHD i morpadyBaHb. He3Baskaroun Ha 1ie, MOKOJTiHHS
YKPaiHIIIB IUIEKAJM He3aIeKHUIA yX 1 30epiraim Mpito, o nepenaBaiacs 3
TIOKOJIiHHSI B TOKOJIiHHSI, PO BUIbHY 1 He3aJIe>KHy YKpaiHy, piBHOIPaBHY
cepeqt HapoyiB cBiTy. Llst Mpist crana fificHiCTIO, KO YKpaiHa
MPOTOJIOCUJTA CBOIO HEe3aJIesKHICTh y 1991 poui, CipiurHMBIINT po3maj
CPCP i 3pyfiHyBaBIIM CTiHI HOTO «TIOPMI HAPOMIB».

CpboropHi, Ko/ yJIbTpaHal[OHAIICTUYHA, HEOIMITepialiCTHHa
KyenTokpartisi Bnagimipa [TyTiHa HaMaraeThCsl BiTHOBUTH KOJIUIITHIO
POCIICBKY iMIIepiro, XOBAOUKCh 32 TOHKUM (DOPHIPOM MPABOCIABHOTO
XPHCTHSTHCTBA, SIKMI HIKOTO He 00flypIoe, YKpaiHa 6epe y4acTb y
eK3HCTEeHIiabHIl 60POTLOI 32 BIKMBaHHS. Macka CKUHYTa, 1 GLIIbIIICTh
[UBLTI30BAHOTO CBITY HApeIlTi MoGaunia Te, Mo MU, YKPAiHII, pO3yMin
CTOJITTSIMI — 1110 Pocis fiie 3a pillleHHsIM 3HAIIUTH YKPaiHy SIK HAIiio Ta
YKPATHIIIB SIK Hapof, 10 Pocist i1 Hajjami 3aMiaTuMeThCs 3arpo3010
CBITOBOMY MUpY, HE JIMIIIE /IJIs CBOIX HANOIMXKIMX CYCIfiB, ajie i1 y pi3HUX
perioHax 1mo BChOMY CBITY.

®i3nyHa GUTBA TAaHKIB i CHAPSIiB, PAKeT i KyJb He IOBUHHA Bi/IBOJKATH
HaIlly yBary Bif] J[yXOBHO1 60pOTHOH, 5iKa BiIOYBaEThCS — JJ00pa Hajl 3710M,
Jlyxa HaJ| TiJIOM, €BaHTeJIbCHKIX L{IHHOCTEN CITy>KiHHS Ta KePTBHU Haf
6e3rIy3IMMI aMOiTIisSMU, >Ka/TiOHICTIO Ta BIaIOMIOOCTBOM. Y BifITOBI/Ib HA
arpeciro Ta pyiiHyBaHHS, SIKi € 03HAKOIO JIFOICHKOI AYIIi,, TO30aBIIEHOT
TYXOBHOTO >KUTTSI, MU TIOKJIMKAHi CBITUTH B TeMpsiBi. [lam’siraroun mpo map
€BaHreis, KWl Halli TPEAKNA OTPIMAII HA KUIBCBKUX Geperax IoHay
THUCSTIY POKiB TOMY, TIPOAIOBKYIIMO UepIIaTH CHITy Ta HATXHEHHS Y Bipi, IKa
€ HAIIOIO >KIBOIO CHAIMHOIO0. MU 3HaEMO, 1110 HAIIl HE3aJIESKHUI AyX He
MOXe 3racHyTH, OCKLIBKY Fioro mkepenoM € Icyc Xpuctoc, CBiTino s
CBITY.

CBSITKYIOUM HE3aJIEXKHICTh YKpalHH OO POKY, MU 06iIMAEMO B MOJIUTBI
Ta BITAEMO THX, XTO 3aXMILAE HE JIMLLIE JIHOACHKY TiJIHICTH —CBOIO Ta CBOIX
CIiBrPOMAJIsHH, SIK YKPATHI[B, aJie i JIFOACHKY TiJIHICTh YCiX HAC, YJICHIB
JIFOJICBKOTO POy T4 LMBITi30BaHOTO CYCIiIbCTBA, 3aCHOBAHE Ha MOBa3i /10
BEPXOBEHCTBA MPaBa Ta JI0 CAMOT'0 JIFOACHKOTro KUTTs. Hexait ue Oype s
HAC JTHEM PJIiCHOrO CMYTKY , IHEM CKOPOOTH 32 TUMHU, KOTO MU BTPATHIIH,
ane nepe1yciM JIHeM CBITKYBaHHs Hajlil, sIKY JIa€ HaM IXHS1 >KepTBa

Baaropats ['ocniopa Hamoro Icyca Xpucra, i mo6oB Bora i Orig, i
npuuacts Cesiroro [lyxa, Hexait O6yzie 3 yciMa BaMn

+ Bpaen 1. Baiina, YHI
€napx ToponTa i1 Cxignot Kanamu

4 Bellwoods Ave., Toronto, ON M6J 2P4 Office: 647-351-9526 Fax: 416-746-6003 Eparchy @ucetec.org www.ucet.ca Ukrainian

Catholic Episcopal Corporation of Eastern Canada -

UCECEC



